Syphilis became a problem at the
Introduction
Before the turn of the last century dermatovenereological diseases were among the most prevalent in the Norwegian population. In the Middle Ages leprosy was a common disease, and in contrast to the rest of Europe, the incidence of leprosy increased in the 18th and the first part of the 19th century in Norway. After the start of the great European syphilis epidemic, following the siege of Naples by Charles VIII in 1494, syphilis appeared within a few years in Norway. In 1518 the "Franzosen-krankheit" is mentioned in the annals of the Hanseatic Norwegian town, Bergen. Boeck's main interests were leprosy' and "radesyke". He claimed that "radesyke" was caused by a "syphilitic virus" or "poison" and that conventional treatment of syphilis with mercury in inunctions (ointments), solutions, pills and fumigations had a disastrous effect upon the patient's physiological resistance to the disease. He therefore abstained from the use of mercury, and instead vaccinated2 patients with "constitutional syphilis" (syphilis in the second or third stage of the disease), using pus from veneral soft or hard chancres in order to stimulate the natural resistance of the organism, according to the modern vaccination therapy of Jenner. method was highly contentious in Europe, where the "dualistic" theory (generally accepted in 1860) postulated that the soft and hard chancre represented two different diseases, in contrast to the "unitarian" theory (amongst the followers of which Boeck could be found) which asserted that both were manifestations of syphilis. Registration and inspection ofprostitutes At that time in Oslo VD was seen as resulting from the activities of female prostitutes working in "official houses", who were supervised by "poor law" doctors. In 1860, the first law on infectious diseases was passed in Norway, and now prostitutes were supervised by police doctors, who issued official "visitation cards" to those free of VD. In 1887, prostitution was prohibited, the "official houses" closed, and "visitations" stopped, with a consequent increase of VD in Oslo.
From 7,438 in 1991 (see table) . 
